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IIPS STUDY SAYS INTRA-STATE MIGRATION HAS GONE DOWN

Migrants in Mumbai: One out of five from UP

Swatee Kher

Mumbai, December 21: * Most migrants from outside Maharashtra are from
UP—one out of every five migrant.

* Median age of migrant is approximately 20 years.

* Level of literacy of migrants, higher in the urban agglomeration (UA)
compared to greater Mumbai city.

These are the findings of a survey conducted by the International Institute of
Population Studies (IIPS) Mumbai in 2002-2003 about the trends of migration
of people to Mumbai. The findings were presented at a three-day conference
held at the Grand Hyatt last week on the occasion of their golden jubilee
celebrations. The data was collected through a survey conducted in
households across Mumbai and its suburbs including Navi Mumbai, Thane,
Kalyan, Ulhasnagar, Bhayander, Ambernath and Badlapur—collectively called
urban agglomeration.

In the study titled Migration Adwertisement

to Mumbai: A study of Call 1-800-INDIA-10
characteristics of principal M'mf QIJ
migrants and their social Your Indi Travel Spacisist

linkages by Rajiva Prasad,
K C Das, Kamla Gupta and
R B Bhagat of the IIPS,
9,102 principal migrants—
people whose place of birth
and permanent residential
addresses are different 5

from their current e
address—-were surveyed.
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“While the influx of
migrants from other states
to Mumbai has increased,
the number of migrants
coming to Mumbai from Maharashtra has gone down,” said Rajiva Prasad.




Employment, marriage and family-feuds were found to be the primary reasons
behind people migrating to Mumbai. The study’s findings were similar to the
census data conducted at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS). D P
Singh, associate professor at TISS, who presented his paper Migration in
Mumbai: Fifty years review, said, “Migration to Mumbai has always been
dominated by people from other states and while migrants from Maharashtra
have declined. The maximum number of interstate migrants are from UP.”

In his study, Singh states that the inter-state migrants constituted nearly 60 per
cent of all migrants to the city in almost all previous censuses. According to the
2001 census, the highest percentage of migrants reported place of birth within
the state of Maharashtra (37.4 per cent) followed by Uttar Pradesh (24.3 per
cent) and Gujarat (9.6 per cent).

Singh added, “The most noticeable change of migrants to Mumbai over the last
fifty years, has been observed from UP, which shows an increase from 12
percent to 24 per cent and Bihar from 0.2 per cent to 3.5 per cent.” At the
same time, the intra-district migrants from Maharashtra has shown a decline of
about 4 per cent. The states of Gujarat and Goa have also showed a decline in
migrants.

As per the study, the overall emerging pattern of migration over the last 50
years, indicate that the flow of migrants to Mumbai has been dominated by
people from north India. Migrants from four southern states—Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh—were at 15-16 per cent.

The researchers pointed out that an upward trend has also been observed in
the pattern of migration in the 2001 census. The trends of migration show a
shift from urban origin to rural origin migrants over the last fifty years. In 2001,
more than two third of all migrants had come from rural areas. About 78 per
cent of migrants from other district of Maharashtra came from rural areas. Only
22 per cent were from urban areas. The rural migrants out of total migrants
from Uttar Pradesh were highest (81.5 per cent) followed by Bihar (79.7 per
cent) Rajasthan is (66 per cent) Karnataka (63 per cent) Gujarat (59.6 per
cent) and Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh were between 55 to 58 per
cent.

In their presentation Dipti Mukherji and V S Phadke, on Some facets of
migration to districts of Maharashtra, said that the state of UP has the highest
share among migrants to the State, neighbouring states of Gujarat and
Karnataka follow.
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